
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 8 December 2021] 

 p6205b-6210a 
Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Pierre Yang; Hon Dan Caddy; Hon Klara Andric; Hon Kyle McGinn 

 [1] 

Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — 
First Report — Annual report 2020–2021 — Motion 

Resumed from 1 December on the following motion moved by Hon Kyle McGinn (Parliamentary Secretary) — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you for the call, deputy chair. I am sorry to my learned friend Hon Pierre Yang, who 
is enthusiastically looking forward to contributing to the debate on this report. I look forward to hearing what he 
has to say. This is the continuation of my remarks from last week. The report before us is the annual report for the 
last financial year of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. Members 
may recall that one of the various things that occurred during the last financial year was that the committee invited 
the commissioner to brief it. I must confess that since last week, I have not been able to verify whether it is now 
the former commissioner; I have a sneaking suspicion that the new commissioner has been appointed — 
Hon Dan Caddy: He’s got a few days to go. I spoke to him this morning. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: He has a few days to go; I thank the honourable member. Members will see at page 2 of the 
report that the current Commissioner for Children and Young People, Colin Pettit, was invited to brief the committee 
on his recent and ongoing work during the course of the financial year. Members may recall that one very substantial 
piece of work that he undertook was an independent review of the Department of Communities’ policies and practices 
for the placement of children with harmful sexual behaviours in residential care settings. This matter was established 
during that financial year and culminated in a report tabled in September this year. It is a very serious report that 
concerns young people in the care of the Department of Communities—that is, young people who are so at risk in 
their ordinary environment that they have been taken into care by the Department of Communities. In effect, the 
state is saying that it has a responsibility and duty under law to take such children into care and to look after them 
in lieu of their ordinary family environment, and that it will be able to do a better job. In the commissioner’s report, 
circumstances were outlined in which the Department of Communities was housing children with harmful sexual 
behaviours in the same residential care setting. It caused huge controversy last year when this was exposed through 
the brave evidence provided by a particular young person. That person is de-identified in the report and recognised 
by the pseudonym “Macie”. The very troubling, and in fact distressing, evidence provided by that young person 
led to a review being ordered by the Minister for Child Protection, who directed that the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People undertake this report, which he did. The commissioner obviously briefed the committee during 
the course of the financial year and, in the end, we have this very substantial report. 
I remind members that this report was of such concern to the current Commissioner for Children and Young People 
that he flagged his intention that these matters be under constant review by his office. As Hon Dan Caddy has kindly 
drawn to our attention, the current commissioner is in his final few days in that role, and we wish him the very 
best in the next season of his professional life and thank him for his service to the people of Western Australia. 
But one would very much hope that the incoming Commissioner for Children and Young People will also make it 
a priority to keep these recommendations under review. These recommendations are not just for the Department 
of Communities. Three recommendations are directed to the Minister for Child Protection. Once again, we wonder 
what the Minister for Child Protection’s response is to these three recommendations, to say nothing of the further 
recommendations listed—another six for the Department of Communities. Once again, I call on the government 
to provide some form of meaningful, substantial response to this very important report. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: I would like to make a brief contribution to this debate on the first report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. As I normally do when I start a new report, 
I looked at the terms of reference and the composition of the committee. Obviously, it is a joint committee 
between the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly. It is chaired by Ms Robyn Clarke, the member for 
Murray–Wellington. The member for Albany, Rebecca Stephens, MLA, is also a committee member from the 
lower house. From this place, we have Hon Neil Thomson, the member for Mining and Pastoral Region, and also, 
at the time of the report, Hon Klara Andric, who has been substituted with Hon Ayor Makur Chuot, MLC, who is 
currently a member of this committee. 
I turn to the last page and look at the committee’s functions and powers. It refers to the standing orders of the 
Legislative Assembly, which is mirrored in the standing orders of the Legislative Council in clause 8 of schedule 1. 
It outlines the composition of the committee’s membership and also, more importantly, its functions, which are to — 

i. monitor, review and report to Parliament on the exercise of the functions of the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People; 

ii. examine Annual and other Reports of the Commissioner; and 
iii. consult regularly with the Commissioner. 

Mr Colin Pettit was the Commissioner for Children and Young People until November 2020. I had the opportunity 
to meet him during one of the Standing Committee on Legislation’s inquiries in the fortieth Parliament. I recall 
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that on the committee with me was Hon Dr Sally Talbot as chair, Hon Nick Goiran as deputy chair and Hon Colin 
de Grussa and Hon Simon O’Brien. I want to make some brief remarks about the working culture of the committee. 
Obviously, in Parliament, people prosecute their arguments and it is a contest of ideas. The Labor Party and the 
Liberal Party obviously have different points of view on different issues. When I first came to this place, the 
work that we did in the committee was refreshing and eye-opening. There was a lot more discussion and collegial 
interaction among the members of the committee, which was ably facilitated by the chair, Hon Dr Sally Talbot, 
and the deputy chair, Hon Nick Goiran. For me, as a new member, it was something different from what we normally 
see in Parliament. I have no doubt that it would be a pleasant surprise to many people on all sides of this place to 
learn that in the working of Parliament there is more consensus and collaboration among members from different 
parties; it is not just the politicking, attacks and questioning that people see during question time. There is more to 
the working of our Parliament, and, no doubt, it is the same for the federal Parliament. We work together to do the 
role that we have been assigned by the people who put us here.  
I turn to the actual work documented in the Annual report 2020–2021 of the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. In the fortieth Parliament, the committee concluded one inquiry, 
as stated on page 1 of this relatively succinct but comprehensive and informative report. The committee also tabled 
three other reports, held eight deliberative meetings and took evidence from two witnesses. If I recall correctly, 
Hon Dr Sally Talbot was also the chair of this committee in the fortieth Parliament, and it was really impressive for 
a new member to see an experienced member of this place chair two committees simultaneously. Let us face it, at times 
the workload of the Standing Committee on Legislation was pretty heavy. As we marched to November 2020, bill 
after bill was referred to the legislation committee and Hon Dr Sally Talbot ably handled the work of both committees. 
The joint standing committee also held public hearings. On 16 September 2020, Mr Colin Pettit came in as a witness 
with Mrs Natalie Hall, the director for policy, monitoring and research, for the office of the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. The actual reports tabled between 1 July to 7 December 2020 were From words to 
action: Fulfilling the obligation to be child safe tabled on 13 August 2020; Annual report 2019–2020 tabled on 
15 October 2020; and the third report was In their own voice: The participation of children and young people in 
parliamentary proceedings tabled on 26 November 2020. 
As we understand, when Parliament is prorogued, Legislative Assembly committees are dissolved, whereas the 
committees of the Legislative Council can continue after the election but with a different composition of its membership. 
In the forty-first Parliament, the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
was re-established on 26 May 2021, and from that date until 30 June 2021, the committee held three deliberative 
meetings and one briefing session.  
In the time remaining, I want to thank Mr Colin Pettit for his work as commissioner. Although it is quite a few months 
since her appointment, I also congratulate Jacqueline McGowan-Jones as the new Commissioner for Children and 
Young People and wish her all the very best in her work as commissioner. 
Hon DAN CADDY: I also rise today to speak on the first report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People, Annual report 2020–2021. Members may recall I last had the opportunity to speak 
on this report on 10 November, but I did not complete my remarks. At that time I congratulated and wished all the 
best to Mr Colin Pettit for his tenure as Commissioner for Children and Young People. I assure Hon Nick Goiran 
that he is not mistaken, and Mr Pettit should have finished his tenure by now. This morning I was fortunate enough 
to be sitting with him at an event. Apparently there was an issue with his successor getting into the state, so Mr Pettit 
agreed to stay on until such time as she arrives, as he explained in his words, which I understand is a few days away. 
Hon Nick Goiran: It will be interesting to know whether he is the acting commissioner or he is still the commissioner; 
I do not know. 

Hon DAN CADDY: I could not answer that for the honourable member. I would not have a clue and I would not 
want to guess at that, but it is interesting. 

This morning it was great to sit with the commissioner, or possibly acting commissioner, at the local government 
policy awards, which were specifically for local governments helping young people. I was in good company. I was 
there with Christina Pollard, and Mr Griffin Longley, the master of ceremonies, who spoke before me, which was 
interesting for me when I got to the microphone, given he is probably seven foot tall and I had to adjust everything 
so I could speak! Julia Knapton, Healthway’s director of health promotion was there as well. It was a great morning. 
Before I go back to the remarks I was making earlier this year, I want to reflect on the pretty fantastic welcome 
to country at that event. We were at Kaarta Gar-up, which is Kings Park, on the banks of Derbarl Yerrigan, and 
Mr Shaun Nannup welcomed us to country. It was a long welcome to country by anyone’s measure, but everybody 
in the room was captivated because he spoke directly to the hearts of the young people who were in the room—almost 
on a spiritual level, if that is your thing, but for people like me, on a pragmatic level. He spoke about the programs 
and the importance of everything we do, and the achievements of the Commissioner for Children and Young People. 
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He spoke brilliantly to everybody in that room, and everybody was captivated. The whole time he was speaking, 
you could have heard a pin drop. 

I return to the comments I made previously in this place. I referred to one of the reports of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People in the fortieth Parliament, the fifth report, 
From words to action: Fulfilling the obligation to be child safe. When we debated this report on the previous occasion, 
I reflected on some words. I will not go through the whole quote, because it is already in Hansard from last time, 
but I reflected on the stories about children getting left behind because of not only the perpetrators, but also the 
people who covered up the abuse. I think the line that stuck out to me the most, just to put it into a single line, is: 
“There are millions of stories of people who have not looked too hard.” That is the key line out of the somewhat 
lengthy quote that I read into Hansard last time. I think I said last time, if I am not mistaken, that, to me, is the 
ultimate example of the saying: the standard you walk past is the standard you accept. I certainly struggle when it 
comes to these things. There will be perpetrators out there. They will eventually be caught. They will eventually 
be apprehended. I think everyone, as a society, needs to go further, and the government has been proactive in this 
space. Everyone needs to look at those who are in a position or have the ability to cover up these things and who do 
so actively or, I was going to say, passively, but I do not think it can be done passively. I think that once someone 
knows something, they have an obligation, and nothing ought to be covered up. Those people who are in those 
positions in any institution, and there are different institutions around the place, and who choose—it is a choice—to 
cover up such things really ought to always have the very full weight of the law thrown at them. I will say it again: 
the standard you walk past is the standard you accept. That applies figuratively to any member of society walking 
past someone who is in that position, but it applies directly to the people who are in that position as well. 

I turn to another quote that I did not have a chance to get to the last time I spoke. This quote, from page 504 of the 
fifth report, From words to action, very much sums up what I am saying — 

The sexual abuse of children is intolerable in a civilised society. It is the responsibility of our entire 
community to acknowledge that children are vulnerable to abuse. We must each resolve that we will do 
what we can to protect them. The tragic impact of abuse for individuals and through them our entire society 
demands nothing less. 

That quote in this report was taken from page 4 of the final report of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in 2017. 

We get up in this place and talk about reports, as Hon Pierre Yang just did, and we acknowledge the people who are 
on the committee. We acknowledge the committee staff for putting together a good report and for the diligent work 
they do. But this particular report, given the subject matter—I notice Hon Dr Sally Talbot was the chair—would 
have been a mentally taxing report to put together, given the nature of everything that was being dealt with. I think 
it is probably more pertinent than in most cases to acknowledge not only the hard work, but also the toll that putting 
together this sort of report could have taken on the members of the committee at the time, which has obviously 
changed now: the chair, Hon Dr Sally Talbot; Hon Donna Faragher; and from the other place, my good friend 
Jessica Stojkovski, MLA, the member for Kingsley; and the former member for Kalgoorlie, Mr Kyran O’Donnell. 
When we read these reports, we should read them to not just further educate ourselves, but also give due consideration 
to the subject matter. We ought to acknowledge, more than we normally would, the committee members and the 
staff who helped put this report together. 

Hon KLARA ANDRIC: As mentioned by Hon Pierre Yang, I am a former member of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. I wish to make a contribution today on the committee’s first 
report of the forty-first Parliament. In doing so, I congratulate Hon Ayor Makur Chuot for her appointment to the 
committee following my departure earlier this year. 
The Annual report 2020–2021 reporting period covers the first three meetings of the current committee of the 
forty-first Parliament and the activities of the previous committee from July to December 2020. However, it is 
worth noting that the committee was in operation for only one month before the end of the financial year, so there 
was a limited number of activities to report on at the time. During the course of the reporting period of the fortieth 
Parliament, the committee concluded one inquiry, tabled three reports, held eight deliberative meetings and took 
evidence from two witnesses. The committee’s public hearings held from July to December included a hearing 
with the current, possibly still acting, commissioner — 
Hon Dan Caddy: Hon Nick Goiran and I were trying to work that out. Let’s just call him the current commissioner. 
Hon KLARA ANDRIC: The current commissioner—I will take that on board, honourable member, and refer to — 
Hon Dan Caddy: He was very relaxed this morning. 
Hon KLARA ANDRIC: I am sure he was feeling very relaxed. 
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Commissioner Colin Pettit and Mrs Natalie Hall were part of a hearing on 16 December during the fortieth Parliament. 
The first report notes that between its establishment on 26 May 2021 and the end of the reporting period at 30 June 2021, 
the committee’s activities were limited; however, during this period, which is when I was a member of the committee, 
it held three deliberative meetings and one briefing. As I have mentioned in this chamber before, an important 
first activity for the new committee, which I was a member of for the forty-first Parliament, was to meet with the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. The meeting with the commissioner and Mrs Natalie Hall was earlier 
this year, on 23 June 2021. The commissioner provided an overview of the key projects he and his very capable and 
dedicated staff were working on, including an appreciation of the agency’s important role in listening to the concerns 
of children and young people in this state and ensuring that we act on their needs. 
As I mentioned very briefly last time I spoke about this report, Mr Pettit’s tenure as commissioner was due to 
end in November. Hon Dan Caddy has told us that he is still in that position and it has been extended. But I will 
take this opportunity to thank him for the six years he has spent supporting children and young people and working 
to make the world a safer place for them. Something that has resonated with me from a very young age is that 
a society is a reflection of the way in which it treats its children. It is incredibly crucial, important and paramount 
that children and young people are always protected and that we as a government must ensure that that happens 
at all times. 
I will follow with great interest the outcomes and progress of the projects and initiatives established by the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. I also look forward to seeing what the committee will do in the 
next parliamentary sitting year. 
Today I want to also acknowledge the former chair of the committee Hon Dr Sally Talbot. I have had an opportunity 
to read the previous reports and look at the work done during the period when Hon Dr Sally Talbot was chair of the 
committee. Earlier Hon Dan Caddy mentioned the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People’s report titled From words to action: Fulfilling the obligation to be child safe. I take this opportunity 
to thank Hon Dr Sally Talbot for the great work that she and previous committee members did on that report. 
Finally, but certainly not least, I would like to once again thank my wonderful parliamentary colleague in this house 
Hon Ayor Makur Chuot. I know that she will do incredible work on the committee and that she is very passionate 
about these issues, as are all members of the committee. To be honest, and with no bias or favouritism, I could not 
think of anyone better to take my position on the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People. I am very pleased to see that she is now on the committee. I know that she will make an absolutely 
amazing contribution. 
I also want to thank the chair of the committee, Robyn Clarke, the member for Murray–Wellington; the deputy chair 
of the committee, Hon Neil Thomson, a member of this house and a member for the Mining and Pastoral Region; 
as well as the remaining members, Hon Ayor Makur Chuot, whom I have already mentioned, and Rebecca Stephens, 
the member for Albany. 
The committee does some incredible work and the staff of the committee play an incredible role to ensure that 
we work to the highest of standards to get the best outcomes for children and young people in this state. It is very 
important that we do that, as I mentioned. It is a matter that I am very passionate about. I think how we treat our 
children is an incredible reflection of our society. In saying that, I take the opportunity to thank the principal research 
officer, Dr Sarah Palmer, whom I thoroughly enjoyed working with during my time on the committee, as well as 
the research officers, Ms Lucy Roberts and Ms Catherine Parsons, who do great work in informing us and making 
sure that the committee runs the way that it should and that we do exactly what we should do to get the greatest 
outcomes we possibly can with regard to the committee work. 
This is a great opportunity to speak on this report. Once again, I want to thank the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People for his six years of very dedicated service to the committee, and I wish him all the best in his future 
endeavours, whatever they may be. I am sure he is on the cusp of retirement and looking forward to whatever 
adventure next awaits him. Thank you. 

Visitors — Darlington Primary School 
The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Jackie Jarvis): Members, I will interrupt proceedings briefly to welcome students 
from Darlington Primary School to the public gallery. Welcome! 

Committee Resumed 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I am pleased to stand once again to speak on the first report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, Annual report 2020–2021. Last time I spoke on it, I delved 
into the participation of children and young people in parliamentary proceedings. I mentioned to the chamber how 
I found the report quite interesting, particularly with regard to the lengths to which Parliaments in the United Kingdom 
go in putting together very engaging and easy-to-read guidebooks for children and young people attending hearings. 
They go into such details as identifying which doors to walk through, who they talk to, how they address people 
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when they walk in and what they should expect. They include images of hearings, which I think is really good. These 
guidebooks help in breaking the ice and getting rid of some of the nerves that I am sure children experience when 
they encounter what must be to them like something from outer space. Committee hearings are not something 
that is experienced in everyday life, and I am sure it is daunting for people of any age, let alone people under the 
age of 18. 
Today I would like to delve into a previous report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People, From words to action: fulfilling the obligation to be child safe. I took some time to read through 
parts of that report and I found some quite interesting things that I want to touch on today. Previous speakers have 
already thanked the committee enough, so I will also say a brief thankyou to the committee, but then move on to 
some of the details of that report. 
One of the things that instantly caught my eye was a quote in the foreword by Ms Blakemore, whose evidence 
confirmed that the inquiry was on the right track, with the focus and energy needed to complete the report. It states — 

The more transparent we can be the more we can learn from our mistakes. We all know stories of people 
who turned away when they shouldn’t. There are stories of people who have actively covered abuse up, 
but there are millions of stories of people who have not looked too hard. If we are not clear about what 
is expected of us as individuals, and we do not support that process in a transparent way, we will continue 
to have child abuse because the perpetrators look just like the other people who are not trying to stop the 
situation. If we can be really clear and empower people and make them not be frightened, then they will do 
the right thing. Otherwise … many people will think—“I’ll just stay in my lane.” 

Those are very powerful words, and very damning of what we are now facing right across the world, something 
that we are not immune to here in Australia: child sex abuse. It is frightening to think that in 2021 we are having 
a conversation and urging people to come forward. It is not accepted in society, and it should not be overlooked.  
I came to this place in 2017, and that was my first exposure to the issues surrounding child sex abuse. It was not 
easy to meet with constituents who had been in situations like that. It was rewarding being able to assist them and 
find alternative pathways. Those pathways are needed because of the cycle of other issues that come up as a result 
of the initial incident when they were a child and, for some examples, it was multiple times. I do not think I will 
forget the first meeting I had and the trust that that person put in me to assist them through what was, as I discovered, 
a minefield of dead ends, underfunding and all sorts of things that, particularly from a federal level, were complicated 
for the victim to navigate their way through. Again, this was before all the recommendations came out from the 
massive royal commissions, following the findings. When I first experienced it, it was very new. In some situations, 
lawyers had taken advantage by utilising their ability to be appointed through the recommendations in the royal 
commission as open slather to sign someone up and start utilising all the funds coming in from the federal government 
without getting any outcomes. I found one of my constituents in that situation and it was a nightmare for them to get 
through it. They ended up having to relocate to Perth to utilise services in general, because services in the goldfields 
are scarce, but the lawyer’s firm itself was not even in the state. The allocated law firm was in South Australia. It 
is just phenomenal to think that this person, who was already facing a mountain of troubles and dramas, was then left 
with a lawyer in South Australia who was just, from what I could see, cashing cheques. I thought it was disgusting. 
That was my first real experience seeing it in the flesh. Unfortunately, my experiences did not get any better. 
I absolutely support the Commissioner for Children and Young People. I support us as a government, as a Parliament 
and as leaders within our community continually talking about and raising these issues publicly, and calling it out 
for what it is, rather than protecting abusers or assisting abuse to continue. 
I digress a little. I will go back to one of the final quotes in the foreword of the report from the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. It states — 

The sexual abuse of children is intolerable in a civilised society. It is the responsibility of our entire 
community to acknowledge that children are vulnerable to abuse. We must each resolve that we will do 
what we can to protect them. The tragic impact of abuse for individuals and through them our entire society 
demands nothing less. 

Those are powerful words that we, as a society, cannot rest on, but must use to drive further into what we do 
through all levels of government and all levels of leadership within organisations, whether it be sporting clubs or 
not-for-profit organisations. It is integral that we continue to call this out. An intriguing passage in chapter 1 about 
improving child safety caught my eye. I quoted it earlier, and it states — 

Australia is not immune to violence against children. 
That shows how I absorb information — 

This has been confirmed by the evidence of several recent reports and studies. On the basis of this evidence, 
the assumption cannot be made that children are always safe, or that child safety is automatically …  
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I remember as child living out at Humpty Doo, which is in the middle of the sticks, and riding my pushbike around 
all day, going through side streets. We would go to Palmerston, which was a bit more suburban and a bit more 
dangerous, but there would always be signs with yellow houses on mailboxes indicating that they were safe houses. 
From what I remember as a child, that was something my parents would always identify for us, such as when they 
dropped us off at the park and told us that there were safe houses there and there. I am not 100 per cent sure whether 
that happens in Western Australia, but I know it is quite a big deal in the Northern Territory. 
Consideration of report postponed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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